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It  was a great honour and pleasure for me today morning to attend the signing ceremony of the Exchange of Notes for the Project for Construction of Neak Loeung Bridge (Civil Works) and the Project for Human Resource Development Scholarship between the Royal Government of Cambodia represented by H.E. Mr. Hor Namhong, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and the Government of Japan represented by H.E. Mr. Masafumi Kuroki, Ambassador of Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia. It is a great honour and pleasure for me to represent the Royal Government of Cambodia this afternoon to sign, with H.E. Mr. Kobayashi Yukiharu, Senior Representative of JICA Cambodia Office, the Grant Agreements for the Project for Construction of Neak Loeung Bridge (Civil Works) and the Project for Human Resource Development Scholarship between the Royal Government of Cambodia and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).

I would like extend a warm welcome to all of you and at the same time thank H.E. Mr. Kobayashi Yukiharu, Senior Representative of JICA Cambodia Office, and Representatives of Ministries and Agencies of the Royal Government of Cambodia for participating in this signing ceremony.
Under the two Grant Agreements which we are signing today, the Japanese Government will be providing grant assistance in the amount of 12,246 million Japanese Yen, equivalent to about USD 133 million, for carrying out the two projects of which 11,940 million Japanese Yen, equivalent to USD 130 million, will fund the Construction of Neak Loeung Bridge and 306 million Japanese Yen, equivalent to USD 3 million, for the Human Resource Development Scholarship. 
The Grant for first Project will be for the construction stage of the Neak Loeung Bridge which is a critical link not only for our transport network but also for inter regional trade in the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS). The Neak Loeung Bridge will connect National Road No. 1 of Cambodia which forms part of the Asian Highway Route. This will also be the first and longest cable-stayed bridge in Cambodia with a total length of 2,215 m and the vertical clearance of 37.5 m that allows a 5,000 DWT container ship pass under the bridge. In addition, this bridge is the most important symbol of the close and deep relationship between the Cambodian people and the Japanese people. The contribution of the Government of Japan and the Japanese people in building and maintaining peace and development in Cambodia will always be deeply appreciated by the Cambodian people, not only by the current generation but also by future generations. I would like to recall that we signed the Grant Agreement for the Construction of the Neak Loeung Bridge (Detailed Design) on 18 March 2010. In a very short span of time and only three months later, the Government of Japan is providing grant assistance of around USD 130 million for the construction of the Neak Loeung Bridge.
Along with physical infrastructure development, we all recognise that human resource is a catalytic factor and absolute necessity for fostering growth in all parts of socioeconomic development activities. Cambodia has suffered from a huge loss of human capital during the genocide regime and the past conflicts. Efforts are being made by the Royal Government of Cambodia to build this capacity to power our growth. I highly appreciate the previous scholarship programs extended by the Government of Japan that have contributed to developing human resource in Cambodia. The Human Resource Development Scholarship program extended by the Government of Japan today will provide Cambodian young people with the opportunity to further their education in Japan and acquire new knowledge, skills, technology and gain the experiences in Japan. We can expect the scholarship holders to fill in the much needed expertises in both the private and the public sectors and thereby contribute to the development of Cambodia after completing their studies in Japan. 
As a response to the global financial crisis, the Royal Government of Cambodia adopted an expansionary policy to increase expenditure on physical infrastructures to foster and sustain economic growth, generate income, and mitigate the impacts on the poor. The Government of Japan has been very responsive to our needs and the two Projects we have just signed today will contribute to the implementation of the Phase II of the Rectangular Strategy of the Royal Government of Cambodia under the wise and visionary leadership of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

In addition, the Government of Japan has demonstrated its long term partnership and friendship with the Royal Government of Cambodia and the Cambodian people in the noble endeavour to reduce poverty of our people. We look forward to the continued partnership and the strengthening of this relationship between our two countries further.
In conclusion, let me take this opportunity, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, the Cambodian people, and myself, to express our heartfelt appreciation and sincere gratitude to the Government of Japan and the Japanese people for their continued generous support and significant contribution to the social and economic development of Cambodia.
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