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It is a great honour and pleasure for me to represent the Royal Government of Cambodia today to sign, with H.E. Mr. Suzuki Yasujiro, Chief Representative of JICA Cambodia Office, the Grant Agreements for the Project for Introduction of Clean Energy by Solar Electricity Generation System and the Project for Construction of Neak Loeung Bridge (Detailed Design) between the Royal Government of Cambodia and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).

I would like to welcome and at the same time thank H.E. Mr. Masafumi Kuroki, Ambassador of Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia, H.E. Mr. Suzuki Yasujiro, Chief Representative of JICA Cambodia Office, and Representatives of Ministries and Agencies of the Royal Government of Cambodia for participating in this signing ceremony.
Under the two Grant Agreements that we are signing today, the Japanese Government will be providing grant assistance in the amount of 959 million Japanese Yen, equivalent to about USD 10 million, for carrying out the two projects of which 720 million Japanese Yen, equivalent to USD 7.5 million, will fund the Project for Introduction of Clean Energy by Solar Electricity Generation System and 239 million Japanese Yen, equivalent to USD 2.5 million, for the Detailed Design of the Neak Loeung Bridge. 
The Introduction of Clean Energy by Solar Electricity Generation System will provide for the supply of electricity to the Phum Prek Water Treatment Plant which was constructed under previous Japanese grant assistance. The Project will promote clean energy utilization and contribute to emission reductions. This will also contribute to sustainable water supply in Phnom Penh. The savings in electricity costs through the use of solar energy will reduce the water distribution cost to the Phnom Penh Water Supply Authority.

The Grant for the second Project is for the detailed design of the Neak Loeung Bridge which is vital for our transport network and logistics for trade in the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS). The Neak Loeung Bridge will connect National Road No. 1 which is a part of Asian Highway Route to serve the transportation not only for Cambodia, but also for other regional countries, particularly Vietnam and Thailand.  We are very hopeful that the Japanese Government will provide grant assistance for the construction of the Bridge after the completion of the detailed design. 
As a response to the global financial crisis, the Royal Government of Cambodia adopted an expansionary policy to increase expenditure on physical infrastructures to foster and sustain economic growth, generate income, and mitigate the impacts on the poor. The Government of Japan has been very responsive to our needs and the two Projects we have just signed today will contribute to the implementation of the Phase II of the Rectangular Strategy of the Royal Government of Cambodia under the leadership of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

In addition, the Government of Japan has demonstrated its long term partnership and friendship with the Royal Government of Cambodia and the Cambodian people in the noble endeavour to reduce poverty of our people. We look forward to the continued partnership and the strengthening of the relationship between our two countries. 
In conclusion, let me take this opportunity, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, the Cambodian people, and myself, to express our heartfelt appreciation and sincere gratitude to the Government of Japan and the Japanese people for their continued generous support and significant contribution to the social and economic development of Cambodia.
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