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It is a great pleasure and honour for me, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, and the Cambodian people to welcome you all to Phnom Penh, Cambodia. I recognize the high-level representation from ten of the 12 acceding LDCs, Nepal and the various development partners here present. I would like to take this opportunity to offer you the congratulations and strong support of the Royal Government of Cambodia on Tanzania's effective leadership as the LDCs Coordinator at the WTO. My warmest welcome is also extended to Mr. Chiedu Osakwe, the high representative of the WTO Director General, Mr. Pascal Lamy, as well to the representatives of numerous development partners here present.

The convening of this Round Table took place during a period of pessimism regarding the  state of the world affairs. The year 2009 finds the global economy at a crossroads. Great uncertainty surrounds the implications of this crisis for Least Developed Countries. As such making the results and benefits of globalization more inclusive and more beneficial to the least privilege countries everywhere should remain our major objective. We need to tackle this challenge on many fronts and simultaneously. Trade is indeed one of the solutions and that is the reason why we are here today.

Undoubtedly the WTO membership is a politically attractive objective which has positive economic consequences for the acceding countries. Currently, 29 countries/separate customs territories negotiate their terms of accession to the WTO, 12 of which are LDCs. The issue of LDC Accession has recently re-emerged its prominence and LDCs have expressed their desire to bring the issue of LDC Accession to the attention of WTO Ministers at the Seventh Ministerial Conference in late November. The convening of this Round Table is timely and underscores the urgency and importance of the need for Acceding LDCs Ministers to reflect on and give policy inputs on some of the pressing accession issues and to submitting them for consideration at the LDC Ministerial Conference in Dar ES Salaam, Tanzania next month and ultimately for adoption at the Seventh WTO Ministerial in Geneva in November. 
As one of the initial LDCs which joined the WTO after 1995, the Government of Cambodia has decided to initiate support for and contribute to the endeavour of acceding LDCs by hosting this event which also coincides with our fifth anniversary of WTO Accession. 
The success of Cambodia’s accession to the WTO in 2004 could be considered as the largest achievements for our Government under the premiership of Samdech Decho Hun Sen as we have achieved our goals in bringing the country – not long ago from suffering from complete economic embargo and isolation – to the full reintegration in the global trading community of nations. In a way, our accession process as embodied in the WTO Accession Report set out in clear and unambiguous way Cambodia’s policy commitments, its rights and obligations as a full WTO member, and helped pave the way for the tremendous economic growth we have experienced in the last 5 years. 

Although an LDC, we have extended the best yet balanced offers on tariffs on goods and commitments on services to members with whom we expect fair and transparent reciprocal treatment on trade activities including investments. Our commitments to complete certain legal requirements under a limited time frame reflects the strong ownership that is the motto in our action plan during the accession day and now. Some critics have argued that Cambodia’s package of concessions and commitments that are not even commensurate with the level of development of a LDC. But, we do accept the challenges, because we see the benefits of joining the world trading system. Our major concern was to ensure firmly that Cambodia’s ultimate WTO commitments and obligations reflect our country’s development, trade and financial needs. Having said that, Cambodia is continuously pursuing policies aimed at ensuring a more open and predictable environment for investment and for promoting competition. 

Accession is not a walk in the park neither. We have had our fair share of the pain. While our WTO membership has provided considerable benefits, we have directly experienced the challenging nature of the accession process during two and half years of intensive negotiations. Problems emerge too, when we were faced with very ambitious requests and expectations by existing members. 
I have been regularly briefed by Sr. Minister and Minister of Commerce, H.E. Cham Prasidh and our Mission to the WTO in Geneva on the difficulties and concerns in the accession negotiations of the remaining acceding LDCs.  It is indeed clear that so far, only 3 LDCs have acceded to the WTO since January 1995, i.e. Cambodia, Nepal and Cape Verde. That explains why since Maseru LDC Ministerial Conference, and in particular during 2009, the LDCs accession issue has witnessed a prominent re-emergence and came back strongly to the WTO forum. It is commendable that the issue of accession negotiations has received more attention in the recent past and that the discussions have been launched within the General Council on the matter. The first ever Dialogue on LDCs accession convened last May 2009 with the support of the WTO Secretariat is another positive development in the right direction. 

At this juncture, it is crucial to maintain the high momentum built around the issue of LDC accession and put it on high priority on the upcoming Seventh WTO Ministerial Conference Agenda. In the next three days we can further focus on the discussions initiated at the May 2009 Dialogue to better appreciate the priorities, concerns and challenges faced by LDCs in their accession process and to explore, shape and crystallize possible options within the framework of the 2002 Decision on Accession of Least-Developed Countries, the so called Guidelines. The outcome from the Round Table would form the inputs to the upcoming LDCs' Ministerial Conference in Tanzania.

At the Cancun WTO Ministerial, the then WTO Director General Dr Supachai Panitchpakdi,  now Secretary General of UNCTAD, said: "Accession of the 1st LDC at the Cancún Meeting matters" This time I would like to add another phrase: "Accession of all the remining LDCs at the at the Geneva Seventh WTO Ministerial Meeting does matter too". We would like to throw a big challenge to DG Pascal Lamy during his second uncontested mandate to help de-marginalize the remaining One-Third of LDCs by bringing them into the fold of the Multilateral Trading System and indeed give them a fair and equal chance to trade their way out of poverty and to achieve their respective Millennium Development Goals. That is the least he can do.

With respect to the WTO negotiations, I wish to state that Cambodia is committed to a successful completion of the Doha round of negotiations. While LDCs should remain committed to an conclusion of the Doha Round of negotiations, I remain steadfast in my belief that we, the LDCs, will need to send a strong and clear message to the international community, especially the key players in the WTO process, that any outcome must not be at the cost of the sacrifice of the just and legitimate demands of LDCs for a WTO that has development at its heart. I support the WTO Director General Mr. Pascal Lamy a successful second term of his mandate which I strongly hope would culminate in the successful conclusion of the Doha Development Agenda round as well as for a successful enlargement of WTO membership and free trade.

Last, I wish to end this statement by commending Sr. Minister and Minister of Commerce, H.E. Cham Prasidh for taking up this initiative to convene this Round Table, as well as other development partners, for their dedication, steadfastness and commitment to the development of LDCs. Let me now declare the Round Table open and I wish you all a fruitful dialogue. 

* * * * *

KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA


Nation  Religion  King














PAGE  
1

