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1  - It is an honour to be with you all today to open this strategic planning meeting for the next United Nations Development Assistance Framework. I am thankful to my colleagues from the Royal Government for taking the time from their busy schedules to participate in this important meeting. It is also a pleasure to meet once again with our partners from the United Nations System. I welcome you all to Siem Reap.

2  - The UNDAF provides the framework within which all UN support to Cambodia is programmed, implemented and assessed. Our meeting today, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, must therefore build on our previous dialogue, especially the February 2009 UNDAF Review and last week's discussion of the Common Country Assessment, to ensure that we maximise the impact of the support that is provided by the UN. 

3  - Our country faces a number of challenges. Rapid growth, while clearly beneficial, also creates rising expectations. This must be reconciled with the knowledge that the economy this year will perform less well, and the impact this will have on the people –in improving public services, providing safety nets, sustaining livelihoods, creating job opportunities for our youth, and protecting our environment and heritage. The UN's experience in Cambodia as well as its ability to draw on its global expertise and knowledge must be put to good use. I need not remind anyone in this room that the next phase of the UNDAF, which will cover the period 2011 to 2015, will also take us to the point at which we are expected to have met the targets set out in the Millennium Development Goals. So our meeting today is of significant importance in creating consensus and momentum towards this shared objective.

4  - Six months ago, on 25 February 2009, we held our annual UNDAF review. We acknowledged progress but also emphasised the need to focus on achieving development results, to ensure the sustainability of the UN's contribution and to reduce the transactions costs associated with managing UN programmes. The new UNDAF provides us with an opportunity to take determined action that ensures that we meet these objectives. We must therefore place particular emphasis on the principles that underpin the objective to "Deliver as One" and accelerate the implementation of UN reforms in a manner that is relevant in Cambodia. The principal responsibility for these reforms may lie with our UN colleagues but we acknowledge that there is also a role for Government in continuing our own reforms that provide a conducive environment for the UN to harmonise and introduce much-needed efficiency.
5  - In the broader context of support to the Rectangular Strategy – Phase II, and the National Strategic Development Plan (NSDP), the positioning and leadership of the UN is also of great significance. Our review in February demonstrated that the UN System has significant competence in the field of capacity development, and I have previously expressed my view that the new UNDAF should emphasise this role in the context of on-going Government reforms. The strengthening, and use, of national systems must be a focus for all capacity development assistance if national initiatives, including in social safety net provision, are to be effective and sustainable. The UN's own reforms, as well as the support they provide, must be geared towards developing national capacities, structures and systems.
6  - I was unable to attend last week's meeting on the Common Country Assessment. But I understand that this provided an opportunity for some preliminary dialogue. I hope that today we can build on the discussion at that meeting so that during the next three days we may identify priorities and define outcomes in a results-based framework. I am confident that our commitment to partnership with the UN, combined with the preparations that have already been made, will lead us to an agreeable result at the end of our three days of discussion. 
7  - Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish to conclude my opening remarks on that positive note. I thank you for your kind attention and I now ask Mr Douglas Broderick, the Resident Coordinator of the UN System in Cambodia, to provide an introduction on behalf of the UN Country Team.






