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It is my great pleasure and honor to be here today to represent the Royal Government of Cambodia, for the signing of three Grant Agreements with H.E. Mr. Kazuhiro YONEDA, Chief Representative of JICA Cambodia Office. The three Grant Agreements amounting to 3,305 million Japanese Yen (equivalent to about US $33 million) consists of :

(1) The Agreement in the amount of 2,005 million Japanese Yen for the Project for Improvement of the National Road No.1 (Phase III);

(2) The Agreement in the amount of 931 million Japanese Yen for the Project for Construction of Marine Aquaculture Development Center;

(3) The Agreement in the amount of 369 million Japanese Yen for the Project for Rural Drinking Water Supply in Memot District of Kampong Cham Province.

The Grant Agreements for the three projects we have just signed today follows the Exchange of Notes in regards to Japan’s Official Development Assistance which were signed yesterday between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and the Embassy of Japan and presided over by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia. 
We strongly believe that the assistance for the three projects will help accelerate the development of Cambodia’s economy and reduce the impact of the external global financial and economic crisis, in particular: 

(i)  the Improvement of the National Road No.1 (Phase III) will compliment the government’s effort in completing the construction of the Second Preah Monivong Bridge and the construction of fly-over on the Westbank of Basac River. We hope that Japan will also finance the Phase IV in the near future. These will lead to the improvement in the transport sector which will service both domestic and sub-regional movement of goods and people thereby stimulating the socio-economic development in Cambodia.
(ii) the Project for Construction of Marine Aquaculture Development Center, on one hand will help to increase the marine aquaculture productivities and contribute to the reduction of the pressure on the natural fishery resources. On the other hand, it will help prevent the outbreaks of imported infectious fish diseases. Therefore, we are fully confident that this project will play an important part in the development of aquaculture in the Kingdom of Cambodia as part of our agricultural sector. 

(iii) The Project for Rural Drinking Water Supply will increase the supply rate drinking water in the rural areas. Hence it will contribute to people’s well-being. 

(iv) At the same time, in the short terms, the projects will contribute to the creation of job opportunities. 
With the signing of the three Grant Agreements, the total amount of Japan ODA will increase to 17,284 million Japanese Yen (approximately 175 million USD) for the implementation of 11 projects in 2009. This amount exceeds what Japan has declared in the Multi-Year Indicative Financing Framework during the 2nd CDCF meeting, which had indicated an amount of 112 million USD only. 
We would also like to acknowledge that Japan has provided total ODA amount of approximately of USD 1.7 billion to Cambodia during the past 17 years from 1992 to 2008, which is equal to 20% of the total ODA from all development partners and 50% of all bilateral development partners. 
The achievement of high economic growth and in poverty reduction are the results of sound policy and reforms initiatives implemented by the Royal Government of Cambodia under the visionary leadership of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia and the strong partnership supports from our development partners in both financial and technical cooperation. 
Let me recall once again that Japan is the largest bilateral development partner of Cambodia supporting the development of Cambodia and contributing to peace to Cambodia during the national reunification process since early 1990s. On behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia and the people of Cambodia, I would like to express our gratitude and appreciation to the Government and People of Japan for the generous support extended to the Kingdom of Cambodia. We look forward to the continuation and strengthening of the bilateral cooperation and relationship with the Government of Japan. 
In conclusion, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, may I wish Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen good health, family happiness, and success.
