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Today, it is my honor and great pleasure to participate in this inauguration ceremony to witness the successful completion of the "GMS-IS: Greater Mekong Sub-region Information Superhighway Project Phase I". Taking this opportunity, I would like to sincerely congratulate Huawei Technology Co., Ltd and all the government stakeholders, especially the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications, for helping us to realize such an important achievement – the successful completion of GMS-IS Phase I. I wish also to express my warmest congratulation on the launching of the 3G Product Exhibition.

Let me recall that the GMS IS project was initiated by the Government of China with USD66.21 million in funding to help countries in the GMS region, as expressed in the Kunming Declaration on 4-5 July 2005, in Kunming, Yunnan Province, China. The project consists of three important phases: the first phase, implemented from 2005-2008, involved projects to build telecommunication fiber optic networks for the 6 GMS countries (Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam). For the second phase, starting from 2009 to 2010, the above networks will be linked as a ring network connection to increase data transmission capacity which could remove communication barrier and that would help strengthen economic and human resource development in the region. Finally, in the last phase, all the above networks will be connected and being operated in international transactions such as e-government, e-education and e-health care and so on and so forth.
I strongly believe that the smooth implementation of each phase of the project will help strengthening and foster the relationships between our people and nations in the GMS region, as well as to promote stronger Cambodia’s and regional economies. In particular, this project would play an important role in strengthening the relationship between China and Cambodia in developing telecommunication sector and its standards in Cambodia over the near future.
Thus, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, I would like to join with Excellency SO Khun to express our deep gratitude to the Government of the People’s Republic of China, through its Embassy to Cambodia, and to all related stakeholders that have initiated and made the best efforts to make this project successful in achieving its intended results.

I would like to take this opportunity to recall that the development of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is one of the core elements in the second angle of the Rectangular Strategy- Phase II in the continued efforts to develop the ICT infrastructure in Cambodia particularly the installation of backbone networks of fiber optic for the entire country to remove the communication barrier for all Cambodian people.

Thus, I would also like to highly appreciate Huawei Technologies (Cambodia) Co., Ltd for its significant contribution to helping the government in achieving the above mentioned objective by completing its mission to increase the bandwidth of the fiber optic from Vietnamese to Thai borders and install new fiber optic cable from Siem Reap to Skun district and from Kampong Cham to Laos's border with signal boosters at 7 different locations. Moreover, this project will also help the Royal Government of Cambodia in improving the efficiency in the Public Financial Management through the implementation of the Financial Management Information System (FMIS) as the installation of the Information Superhighway will become an important infrastructure for the successful implementation of the FMIS. This is a good opportunity for the Ministry of Economy and Finance to use the existing network from this GMS-IS for the FMIS infrastructure. 

Going forward, I would like to encourage the expansion of the telecommunication network by offering a leading role to the private sector to supply equipments and services with the latest state-of-the-art technologies while the Royal Government of Cambodia continue to stand ready as strategist and as regulator to help in facilitating the development of this sector. Therefore, I wish concerned institutions, particularly the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications, to develop mechanisms and legal framework to allow the private sector to invest in this sector in the policy framework of the Private Participation in Infrastructure (PPI) with the Law on Concession serving as the existing legal framework. By doing so, we will achieve high economic efficiency through mobilizing new more capital and technology transfer while saving public funds for investing in other priority areas.

I strongly believe that the development of telecommunication sector, GMS-IS, in Cambodia will strengthen the long-lasting cooperation between Cambodia and China as well as the cooperation in the Greater Mekong Subregion for sustainable economic growth and prosperity of all countries in the region.
Finally, I would like to wish Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen good health, happiness and success; and may I also wish a fruitful and successful ceremony.
