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Today, I am very delighted and deeply honored to join with His Excellency Tram Iv Tek, Minister of Public Works and Transport, as authorized representatives of the Royal Government of Cambodia, to sign and deliver the Cambodian Railway Concession Agreement between The Royal Government of Cambodia and Toll (Cambodia) Co., Ltd. 

Our purpose of getting together today is to sign and present the concessionary right of Toll (Cambodia) Co., Ltd to operate the Cambodian railway for the next 30 years. The railway system comprises of two railway lines, Line No.: 1, which links Phnom Penh to Poipet; that has the distance of 386 km; and Line No.: 2 linking Phnom Penh to Sihanouk Ville. That has a distance of 266 km. 
The Agreement of Cambodian Railway Concession that His Excellency Tram Iv Tek, Mr. Charles Thompson, representative of Toll (Cambodia) Co., Ltd and I have signed today, is another fruitful upshot of the implementation of the Rectangular Strategy – Phase II of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The signing ceremony is also demonstrated the ongoing supports and encouragements to the public-private partnership for the public investment especially in physical infrastructure projects in terms of complementary for mutual benefits, which is harmoniously corresponding to the Royal Government of Cambodia's policy in empowering private sector as the engine of growth, and as a partner which cannot be neglected.    
The railway system is a significant compound in the transportation sector. The financial benefit from the railway operation is not our main goal that we wanted in the development of this railway system. Our main goal is to target the economical and social benefits. The today signing ceremony of the concession agreement is certainly served Cambodian development strategy through Logistics system which has the efficiency, durability and modernity; thus it has also a low cost which is very important factor in encouraging production for exports and increases Cambodian competitiveness. The development of railways in both northern and southern lines would also assist the industrial procedure of integration to other means of transportation through railways jointly with waterways by linking the International Boarder Gate Poipet, Sihanoukville Port and Phnom Penh Port. 

As we have known, railway has remarkably contributed to the Cambodian transportation system after the Cambodian people being born-again from the fall of Democratic Kampuchea Khmer Rouge Regime. In the last 30 years particularly when the country had been faced with difficult moment of hardships in both war and peace, Cambodian railway has been persevered to resist with many major obstacles in progression of its own operation without any delay to meet with the demand that needed in the domestic transportation. Within this, we shall not be forgotten the huge sacrifice of officials, personnel, workmen and workwomen. 

However, Cambodian railway is really come to aged after being operated for the last 30 years; thus it is necessary to restore and further develop consistently to meet with the increasing demand that proceeds uniformly with the ongoing of growth of the national economy. For this reason, the Royal Government of Cambodia had just been signed on the Financing Agreement with the Asian Development Bank in March 2007 for the Rehabilitation of the Railways in Cambodia Project that have the total amount of funds of USD 73 million, of which the Royal Government of Cambodia contributes our government counterpart funds in the amount of USD 15 million; to which it has inaugurated the construction site earlier this year February 18, 2009 under high presidency of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia and His Excellency Haruhiko Kuroda, the President of the Asian Development Bank.
On behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, I would like to deeply express our sincere gratitude to the development partners especially the Asian Development Bank that has jointly contributed in mending of Cambodian railway network. I would like to take this occasion to express my appreciation and gratitude in advance to the Asian Development Bank and the Australian Government for making such huge efforts in continuing to finance for further developing of Cambodian railways within the framework of rehabilitation of the Cambodian railway project.  
Taking this opportunity, I would also like to express our sincere gratitude and compliment to the senior management levels and officials of Asian Development Bank specially His Excellency Arjun Goswami, ADB Country Director to Cambodia and colleagues who have made tremendous efforts with such understanding and patient towards the completion of this agreement. The signing of this agreement is a major accomplishment, which is an ideal for a fruitful outcome that arises from worthy partnership between the Royal Government of Cambodia and the Asian Development Bank. I would like to take the opportunity to wish His Excellency Arjun Goswami who concludes his mission in Cambodia, with more successes in fulfilling his new duty further in the headquarters of the Asian Development Bank as Advisor and Head of the Regional Cooperation and Integration Group. 
I would also like to sincerely thank and highly appreciate to His Excellency Chairman Touch Chankosal, His Excellecncy Vice Chairman Vongsey Vissoth, and Excellencies, Gentlemen who are members of Committee for the Management of the Concession and the Rehabilitation of the Cambodian Railway (CMCR), who have been put tremendous efforts and patient in developing the Cambodian Railway Concession until to the today signing ceremony, wish you all with the success. 
I would like to bless well wishes and peacefulness to Your Excellencies, Neak Oknha, Ladies and Gentlemen who are participating this ceremony.  

