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It is my great pleasure and honor to be here today to represent the Royal Government of Cambodia, to sign with H.E. Mr. Kazuhiro YONEDA, Chief Representative of JICA Cambodia Office, the Grant Agreements for (1) the Project for Improvement of Roleang Chrey Headworks (Detailed Design) and (2) the implementation of the Project for Infectious Disease Control.

The grant assistance amounting to 255 Million Yen (approximately 2.8 million US dollars) for the two projects we have just signed today will help the Royal Government of Cambodia to address the current challenges we are facing as a result of the dire consequences of the global financial and economic crisis by greatly providing much needed benefits to our people living in projects areas. 

The assistance for the Project for Improvement of Roleang Chrey Headworks   will be for the preparation of the Detailed Design but we are confident that we will receive full support from Japan to develop the Project to full scale. Since the project will be for developing irrigation infrastructure, we expect that it, when fully completed, will significantly contribute to reducing the impact of the external crisis to our growth through increased productivity in the agriculture sector. 
The Project for Infectious Disease Control, on the other hand, we strongly believe will significantly help the Royal Government in addressing the social issue, which will directly reach our poor Cambodian people. The benefits to the poor will be felt more quickly. 

This generous support from Japan is another step forward in fostering closer relation and cooperation between the Royal Government of Cambodia and the Government of Japan. We are grateful for the partnership of Japan in assisting the Royal Government of Cambodia in its national economic development efforts through the provision of much needed grant assistance to achieve the targets envisaged in the National Strategic Development Plan (NSDP).     

As we are aware, Japan has been ranked first in terms of the volume of Official Development Assistance (ODA) in the form of grants to Cambodia. From 1992, the total amount of its grant assistance including these two projects is 146.204 billion Yen (approximately 1,311 million USD). The assistance has significantly contributed to promotion of economic and structural reform efforts by the Royal Government of Cambodia as well as mitigation of the economic difficulties, including indebtedness of the Kingdom of Cambodia. The assistance and support from the Government of Japan are highly appreciated.

Let me recall that the participation of development partners and all stakeholders in the development process of Cambodia has brought about significant economic growth and remarkable progress in poverty reduction. The achievements, both in economic growth and poverty reduction, have resulted from the strong leadership of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia and hard work of Cambodian people as well as the generous support of our development partners. 
The Ministry of Economy and Finance, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, would like to  reassure its  strong commitment on maximizing the value of money from  the assistance provided by our development partners and ensuring that spending is directed for the intended purposes, thus bringing the maximum benefits to the people of Cambodia. 
In conclusion, let me take this opportunity, on behalf of the Royal Government of Cambodia, the Cambodian People and my own behalf, to express my sincere gratitude and heartfelt appreciation to the people and Government of Japan for their continued generous support and assistance to help develop our Country. 
